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THE   ENGLISH  ASSOCIATION. 


A   Short   List   of  Books   on   English  Literature 

From   the   Beginning   to   1832 

For  the  use  of  Teachers. 


[NOTE.  In  drawing  up  this  list,  the  following  principles  have 
been  observed:  (a)  that  the  total  cost  of  all  the  books 
mentioned  be  about  £25 ;  *  (b)  that  the  books  should 
deal  with  English  literature,  not  with  English  language ; 
(c)  that  they  should  be  works  of  literary  history, 
criticism,  or  biography,  and  not  texts ;  (d)  that  they  should 
be  chosen  primarily  with  a  view  to  their  utility  as  books  |  I 
of  reference  for  teachers.  The  application  of  these  prin- 
ciples has  necessarily  ruled  out  a  number  of  books  intrinsi- 
cally as  valuable  as  those  included.  Fuller  bibliographies 
of  special  periods  and  subjects  will  be  issued  from  time  to 
time.] 


*  If  all  the  volumes  of  the  Cambridge  History  of  English  Literature 
were  included,  the  cost  would  be  nearly  £30.  Allowance  has  been  made 
for  booksellers'  discount,  except  in  the  case  of  net  books. 


I.      LITERARY    THEORY. 

ARISTOTLE.  Aristotle's  Theory  of  Poetry  and  Fine  Art,  by  S.  H 
Butcher.  Macmillan.  12s.  6d.  A  critical  text  of  the 
Poetics  with  a  translation  and  expository  essays.  The 
text  and  the  translation  may  be  obtained  separately 
for  4s.  6d. 

SIDNEY.  An  Apologie  for  Poetrie.  In  Arber's  English  Reprints. 
Constable.  Is.  Annotated  editions  are  published  by 
the  Pitt  Press,  3s. ;  Ginn,  3s. ;  Clarendon  Press,  2s.  6d. 

DRYDEN.  Dryderis  Critical  Essays.  Edited  by  W.  P.  Ker. 
Clarendon  Press.  2  volumes.  10s.  6d.  A  complete  collection 
of  Dryden's  critical  works,  most  of  which  originally 
appeared  as  dedications  or  prefaces  to  his  plays  and 
poems,  with  an  introduction  and  notes. 

WORDSWORTH.  Prefaces.  These  will  be  found  in  Wordsworth's 
Literary  Criticism,  Clarendon  Press,  2s.  6d. ;  in  the 
Prose  of  Wordsworth,  W.  Scott,  Is. ;  and  in  various 
editions  of  his  poetical  works — e.g.;  in  the  Oxford 
Edition,  Clarendon  Press,  3s.  6d. 

SHELLEY.  Defence  of  Poetry.  The  text  will  be  found  in 
Shelley's  Essays  and  Letters,  W.  Scott,  Is.  An  anno- 
tated edition  is  published  by  Ginn,  2s.  6d. 

COLERIDGE.  Biographia  Literaria.  Bell.  3s.  6d. ;  Dent.  Is. 
The  chapters  most  important  for  the  teacher  of  literature 
are  I,  III.,  IV.,  XIV.  to  XX.,  and  XXII. 

RTJSKIN.  Modern  Painters.  Vol.  II.  Section  II.  The  best 
text  is  that  published  by  George  Allen  at  various  prices 
from  Is. 

ARNOLD,  MATTHEW.  Essays  in  Criticism.  Macmillan.  Two 
volumes.  4s.  each.  The  essay  on  The  Study  of  Poetry  is 
contained  in  the  second  series. 

II.    GENERAL    HISTORIES    OF    ENGLISH 
LITERATURE. 

The  Cambridge  History  of  English  Literature.  Cambridge 
University  Press.  Fourteen  volumes.  7s.  6d.  or  9s.  net 
each.  This,  when  complete,  will  be  the  most  exhaustive 
history  of  English  Literature  yet  published.  So  far  only 
Vol.  I.  has  appeared,  Each  chapter  is  the  work  of  a 
writer  especially  familiar  with  the  subject,  and  is  followed 
by  a  full  bibliography. 


COURTHOPE.  History  of  English  Poetry.  Macmillan,  Five 
volumes  already  published.  10s.  net  each.  A  consecutive 
history  of  the  development  of  English  poetry. 

SAINTSBURY.  A  Short  History  of  English  Literature.  Mac- 
millan. 8s.  6d.  A  comprehensive  historical  and  critical 
record  in  a  small  compass. 

TAINE.  A  History  of  English  Literature.  Chatto  &  Wind  us. 
Four  volumes.  2s.  net  each.  A  very  stimulating  and 
valuable  study  of  English  literature  from  a  French 
point  of  view.  Taine's  statements  of  fact  need  verificationt 

GARNETT  &  GOSSE.  English  Literature.  An  Illustrated 
Record.  Heinemann.  Four  volumes.  £3  net.  Contains 
many  interesting  portraits  and  facsimiles. 

STOPFORD  BROOKE.  English  Literature  from  A.D.  670  to 
A.D.  1832.  Macmillan.  Is.  The  best  short  book  on 
the  subject,  though  frequently  put  into  the  hands  of 
pupils  not  ripe  for  its  use. 

CHAMBERS'  Cyclopaedia  of  English  Literature.  W.  and  R. 
Chambers.  Three  volumes.  10s.  6d.  net  each.  Very 
valuable,  as  it  contains  introductory  essays,  critical 
summaries,  short  bibliographies,  and  extracts  from  the 
works  of  authors. 

WARD,  T.  H.  (Editor.)  The  English  Poets.  Macmillan.  Four 
volumes.  Vols.  I,  II.,  and  III.  7s.  6d.  each.  Vol.  IV. 
8s.  6d.  Selections  of  poetry  from  Chaucer  to  Tennyson, 
with  introductions  by  well-known  critics. 

CRAIK,  HENRY.  (Editor.)  English  Prose  Selections.  Macmillan. 
Five  Volumes.  Vols.  I,  II.,  Ill,  and  IV.,  7s.  6d.  each. 
Vol.  V.,  8s.  6d.  On  the  same  plan  as  Ward's  English 
Poets. 

LEE,  SIDNEY.  Epitome  of  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography. 
Smith  Elder.  25s.  net. 


III.    BOOKS    ON    SPECIAL    PERIODS. 
A.    FROM  THE  BEGINNING  TO  1066. 

TEN  BRINK.     History  of  English  Literature.  English  translation. 
Vol.  I.     Bell.    3s.  6d.     The  standard  book  on  this  period. 
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STOPFORD  BROOKE.  English  Literature  from  the  beginning  to 
the  Norman  Conquest.  Macmillan.  7s.  6d.  Full  and 
interesting.  Contains  good  translations.  On  critical 
questions  it  is  not  always  in  agreement  with  the  results 
of  the  latest  research. 

KER.  Epic  and  Romance.  Macmillan.  10s.  net.  The 
best  book  on  the  subject.  Contains  chapters  on  the 
nature  of  epic  and  romantic  poetry,  together  with  a 
critical  account  of  the  Teutonic  epic,  the  Icelandic  saga, 
and  old  French  epic  arid  romance. 

Modern  Versions  of  Anglo-Saxon  Literature  will  be 
found  in  Translations  of  Old  English  Poetry,  Ginn, 
4s.  6d.,  and  in  A  Treasury  of  English  Literature, 
Constable,  7s.  6d.  Of  translations  of  Beowulf,  that  by 
Clarke  Hall  in  prose,  Swan  Sonnenschein,  5s. ;  and  that 
by  J.  M.  Garnett  in  verse,  Ginn,  4s.  6d.,  may  be 
mentioned. 

B.  FROM  1066  TO  1360. 

TEN  BRINK.  History  of  English  Literature.  Vol.  I.  As 
above. 

SCHOFIELD.  English  Literature  from  the  Norman  Conquest 
to  Chaucer.  Macmillan.  7s  6d.  The  fullest  and  latest 
account  of  the  literature  of  this  period. 

JUSSERAND.  A  Literary  History  of  the  English  People.  English 
translation.  Fisher  Unwin.  Vol.  I.  12s.  6d.  net.  Com- 
bines scholarship  with  charm  of  treatment.  Especially 
valuable  on  the  relations  between  Early  English  and 
Early  French  Literature. 

C.  FROM  1360  TO  1552. 

TEN  BRINK.  History  of  English  Literature.  Bell.  Vols.  II.  & 
III.  3s.  6d.  each. 

JUSSERAND.  A  Literary  History  of  the  English  People.  Vol. 
I.  As  above. 

POLLARD,  A.  W.,  Miracle  Plays,  Moralities  and  Interludes. 
Clarendon  Press.  7s.  6d.  Contains  specimens  from  the 
plays  and  a  full  introduction. 

POLLARD,  A.  W.  A  Primer  of  Chaucer.  Macmillan.  Is.  The 
best  and  most  scholarly  short  book  on  the  subject. 

GUMMERE.  Old  English  Ballads.  Ginn.  4s.  A  selection 
from  the  older  ballads,  with  a  critical  and  historical 
introduction  and  notes. 


WESTON,  JESSIE.  King  Arthur  and  His  Knights.  Nutt.  6d. 
Contains  a  brief  review  of  the  development  of  the 
Arthurian  romance,  together  with  a  valuable  bibliography. 

HENDERSON.  Scottish  Vernacular  Literature.  Nutt.  6s.  A 
history  of  Scottish  Literature  from  the  earliest  times 
to  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  More  than  half 
the  book  is  occupied  with  the  consideration  of  early 
Scottish  poetry,  from  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth 
century  to  the  death  of  Sir  David  Lyndsay. 

SEEBOHM.     Oxford  Reformers.     Longmans.     12s.  6d. 

D.     FROM  1552  TO  1616. 

WARD,  A.  W.  A  History  of  English  Dramatic  Literature  to 
the  death  of  Queen  Anne.  Macmillan.  Three  volumes. 
36s.  net.  Vols.  I  &  II.  The  last  edition  of  the  standard 
work  on  this  subject. 

SAINTSBURY.  Elizabethan  Literature.  Macmillan.  7s.  6d. 
For  suggestive  criticism  rather  than  for  detailed 
narrative. 

JUSSERAND.  A  Literary  History  of  the  English  People.  As 
above.  Vol.  II.  12s.  6d.  The  English  translation 
extends  only  as  far  as  Chap.  IV.  of  Vol.  II.  of  the  original, 
i.e.,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  on  the  novel,  and  just  before 
that  on  the  Predecessors  of  Shakespeare, 

WALKER.  Three  Centuries  of  Scottish  Poetry.  Maclehose. 
10s.  net.  Erom  the  Reformation  to  Scott. 


The  following  Works  on  Shakespeare  might  be  studied  in  the 

order  given. 

1.  DOWDEN.     A  Primer  of  Shakspere.     Macmillan.     Is. 

2.  BOAS.     Shakspere  and  His  Predecessors.   Murray.  7s.  6d.  and 

6s.  A  short  study  of  Shakespeare's  predecessors  in  the 
drama,  leading  up  to  a  detailed  account  of  his  plays. 

3.  LEE,  SIDNEY.    A  Life  of  William  Shakespeare,      Smith  Elder. 

7s.  6d.  The  standard  life  of  Shakespeare,  which  includes 
also  a  full  exposition  of  Mr.  Lee's  views  on  the  sonnets. 
An  abridged  edition,  under  the  title  of  Shakespeare's  Life 
and  Work,  is  published  at  2s.  6d. 

4.  DOWDEN.     Shakspere,  His  Mind  and  Art.     KeganPaul.    12s. 

A  discussion  of  Shakespeare's  development,  in  the  course 
of  which  most  of  the  great  plays  are  treated. 
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5.  HAZLITT.  Characters  of  Shakespeare's  Plays.  There  are 
many  cheap  editions,  e.g.,  Bell,  3s.  6d. ;  Dent,  Is.  net, 
and  Is.  6d.  net.  One  of  the  greatest  though  least 
systematic  pieces  of  Shakespearian  criticism. 

LAMB.  Specimens  of  English  Dramatic  Poets.  Bell.  3s.  6d. 
Extracts  from  the  Elizabethan  drama  with  invaluable 
criticisms. 

CHURCH,  R.  W.  Spenser.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan. 
Is.  6d.  and  2s.  net. 

CHURCH,  R.  W.  Bacon.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan. 
Is.  6d.  and  2s.  net. 


E.     1616—1700. 

WARD,  A.  W.  A  History  of  English  Dramatic  Literature. 
Vols.  II.  and  III.  As  above. 

GOSSE.     The  Jacobean  Poets.     Murray.     3s. 

WALTON.  Lives.  There  are  many  cheap  editions,  e.g.,  Dent, 
two  volumes,  Is.  6d.  net  each ;  Routledge,  Is.  The  best 
contemporary  account  of  the  following  writers : — Donne, 
Wotton,  Hooker,  and  George  Herbert. 

The   following    books    on    Milton    might    be    studied    in    the 
order  given. 

1.  STOPFORD    BROOKE.    Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Milton. 

Macmillan.  Is.  6d.  The  best  short  book  on  the  subject 
as  a  whole. 

2.  PATTISON.     Milton.     English  Men   of    Letters.     Macmillan. 

Is.  6d.,  and  2s.  net.  A  great  scholar's  study  of  Milton 
as  a  man  and  a  poet.  The  treatment  of  the  controver- 
sial pamphlets  is  inadequate. 

3.  RALEIGH.     Milton.    Arnold.    6s.    The    most    recent  critical 

essay  on  Milton's  poetry. 

FROUDE.  Banyan.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan. 
Is.  6d.,  and  2s.  net. 

SAINTSBURY.  Dryden.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan. 
Is.  6d.,  and  2s.  net. 


JOHNSON.  Lives  of  the  Poets.  There  are  many  cheap  editions, 
e.g.,  Frowde,  two  volumes,  Is.  net  each.  Johnson's 
judgments  are  occasionally  perverse  or  prejudiced,  but 
the  Lives  of  the  Poets  must  always  remain  a  work  of 
the  greatest  value  to  the  student  of  life  and  letters. 

F.     1700-1789. 
SECCOMBE.     Age  of  Johnson.     Bell.     3s.6d.net. 

ELTON,  OLIVER.  The  Augustan  Ages.  Black  wood.  5s.  net.  A 
survey  of  the  European  literatures  of  this  period. 

WARD,  A.  W.  A  History  of  Dramatic  Literature.  Vol.  III. 
As  above. 

RALEIGH.  The  English  Novel.  Murray.  2s.  Traces  the 
development  of  the  novel  from  the  Elizabethan  age  to 
the  time  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

PHELPS,  LYON.  The  Beginnings  of  the  English  Romantic  Move- 
ment. Ginn.  4s.  6d.  Traces  the  rise  of  the  romantic 
movement  in  the  literature  produced  in  England 
between  1700  and  1765. 

THACKERAY.  The  English  Humourists  of  the  Eighteenth  Cen- 
tury. There  are  many  cheap  editions,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  that  by  Smith  Elder  at  Is.  A  vivid  study 
of  some  of  the  broader  aspects  of  eighteenth  century  life 
and  letters,  though  defective  in  its  estimate  of  Swift  and 
Sterne. 

HAZLITT.  English  Comic  Writers.  Frowde.  Is.  Deals  chiefly 
with  the  seventeenth  century  dramatists,  and  the 
eighteenth  century  essayists  and  novelists. 

STEPHEN,  LESLIE.  Pope.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan. 
Is.  6d.  and  2s.  net. 

JEBB.  Bentley.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan.  Is.  6d. 
and  2s.  net. 

GOSSE.  Gray.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan.  Is.  6d. 
and  2s.  net. 

STEPHEN,  LESLIE.  Johnson.  English  Men  of  Letters,  Mac- 
millan. Is.  6d.  and  2s.  net, 
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MORLEY,JOHN.  Burke.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan.  Is.  6d. 
and  2s.  net. 

LOCKHART.     Life  of  Burns.     Abridged  edition.     Dent.     Is.  net. 

G.     1789—1832. 

VAUGHAN.  The  Romantic  Revolt.  Black  wood.  5s.  net.  A 
survey  of  contemporary  European  literature. 

HERFORD.  The  Age  of  Wordsworth.  Bell.  3s.  6d.  net.  The 
most  illuminating  review  of  this  period  of  English 
literature  as  a  whole. 

MYERS,  F.  W.  H.  Wordsworth.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Mac- 
millan. Is.  6d.  and  2s.  net. 

STOPFORD  BROOKE.  Theology  in  the  English  Poets.  Kegan 
Paul.  5s.  Contains  essays  on  Cow  per,  Coleridge, 
Wordsworth,  and  Burns.  Especially  valuable  for  its 
interpretation  of  Wordsworth's  poetry  of  nature. 

LOCKHART.     Life  of  Scott.    Abridged  edition.    Dent.    Is.  net. 

SYMONDS.  Shelley.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan. 
Is.  6d.  and  2s.  net. 

STOPFORD  BROOKE.  Introduction  to  Poem*  of  Shelley.  Macmillan. 
2s.  6d. 

COLVIN.  Keats.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan.  Is.  6d. 
and  2s.  net. 

COLVIN.  Introduction  to  Selections  from  the  Writings  of 
Walter  Savage  Landor.  Macmillan.  2s.  6d.  net. 

AINGER.  Lamb.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan.  Is.  6d. 
and  2s.  net. 

NICHOL.  Byron.  English  Men  of  Letters.  Macmillan.  Is.  6d. 
and  2s.  net. 

HAZLITT.  The  Spirit  of  the  Age.  Frowde.  Is.  net.  Essays 
on  Hazlitt's  chief  literary  contemporaries. 

SAINTSBURY.     Essays  on   English   Literature,   1780 — 1860. 

First  Series.  Rivington.  6s.  net.  Second  Series.  Dent. 
6s.  net.  Contains  essays  on  the  minor  writers  of  the  later 
eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth  centuries.  The  second 
series  has  three  chapters  on  the  historical  novel, 
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